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Introduction

▪ Working with the QGIS project
▪ What is a QGIS project
▪ Project interface
▪ Project toolbars



Opening QGIS

▪ Open QGIS - click on application
▪ Open QGIS project file (.qgs)



Standard toolbar

Scale barCoordinates

Layer list 
panel

Menus

Browser to 
add data

Map Information bar

QGIS Project Interface

Map view



QGIS Menus



QGIS Menus



QGIS Language



Panels and Toolbars



QGIS Project Properties

                   



Navigating around the map

Pan map to 
selection

Pan map (sticky 
hand to move 
around the map on 
the screen)

Zoom in/out 
(drag box to zoom in/out)

Full zoom
(to the extents of 
everything) Zoom to previous and to 

next views respectively

RefreshZoom to layer
(selected layer in layer 
list)

Zoom to 
native pixel 
resolution

Zoom to selection

Manage bookmarks



QGIS Information Bar

Current position 
of cursor

Magnify map 
100% is standard

Scale
Map rotation

Uncheck ‘Render’ to 
prevent redrawing

Project CRS

Messages



How QGIS Project works
MAP/DATA LAYERS PROJECT FILE (.qgs file)

Project saves links (or 
references) to data layers 
and not the actual data 
itself

STYLES/SYMBOLOGY

LABELLING

JOINS

QUERIES

PRINT LAYOUT

TEMPLATESPROJECT 
PROPERTIES

MAP EXTENT / 
SETUP

LAYER ORDER



Conclusion
We have now looked at the following features:
▪ The QGIS project
▪ Project interface
▪ Various menu bars
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